Dear Friends,
Baptism of the Lord – blueprint for our human excellence
Today marks the formal end of the Church’s Christmas season. Jesus'
birth into earthly life has now been sufficiently celebrated. His public life
comes next and his baptism begins it, even though the vestment color is
still white.
George Caird in his Pelican commentary on the Gospel of Luke asked
this question, “Why was Jesus baptized?” The New Catechism of the
Catholic Church says, “The fruit of baptism or baptismal grace is a rich
reality that includes the forgiveness of original sin and personal sins, birth
into the new life by which man becomes an adoptive son of the Father, a
member of Christ’s Body and a temple of the Holy Spirit,” (CCC no.
1279). The New Testament of the Bible is very consistent also that Jesus
has no sins of his own to confess.
Caird writes: “Jesus went to be baptized then, not for private reasons, but
as a man with a public calling. John the Baptist had summoned all Israel
to repentance and with Israel, Jesus too, must go. Jesus dwelt in the
midst of a sinful people and could not separate himself from them. Rather, he must be fully identified with them in their movement towards
God.”
In other words, baptism was not necessary for Jesus Christ. He was
always God’s beloved Son on whom His favor rests. And yet He chose to
be baptized to identify Himself with our need for forgiveness and with our
longing for redemption. To lead us into the kingdom, He himself would
enter by the same and only door open to us, the door of baptism and
which also the door to other sacraments. It is not only a special irony. It is
a central image of the redemptive mystery. Jesus enters into radical solidarity with all men and women, taking upon himself even the condition of
our sinfulness, himself having not sinned. The “one mightier” assumes
the position of weakness. It is precisely in this that he is beloved. And it is
from this baptism sign that he is sent.
He was like us in all things but sin, the author of Hebrews reminds us
when discussing Jesus’ high priesthood. And yet we balk at the statement. “If he did not sin, how could he really be like us? How could he be
fully human? We misunderstand this because we misunderstand our
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humanity as well as our sin. Christ has come not only to reveal divinity to
us; he has come to reveal us to ourselves. Not only is he truly God. He
is truly human. And he is truly human precisely because he does not sin.
All of our sin is nothing other than the rejection of the truth of our humanity. Jesus’ utter acceptance of our humanity, his drinking of our cup fully,
his sharing of our wounded condition, reverses our sinful rejection of our
creatureliness.
His baptism, then, is at the heart of his mission to heal us. He enters
even the wounds of our self-rejection, without having made the rejection
himself. He accepts full solidarity with us even if it means being seen as
sinner. Jesus’ baptism is one of his earliest great transformations of our
human condition. The first was that the Word itself could take human
flesh. All the further implications would follow: that he would be tempted
to reject this mission of transformation; that he would undertake all manner of healing and disarming of devils; that he would announce a kingdom to transmute all blindness, poverty, imprisonment, and darkness;
that he would, at last, suffer the very fate of sin in death. In feeing us
from sin he communicates God’s grace in the sacraments he established. Sacraments are like signposts and inns of healing and solace on
our pilgrim journey to our destination.
Just as we now baptize our children to announce a new fate for the human body, the baptism of Jesus is the inauguration of that fate. Announced as sinner, wholly one with our condition, Jesus, hovered over
by the very spirit of God, is gazed upon by the Father who sent him and
who now says to him and all of us who share his flesh—“This is my beloved, in whom I am well pleased.” Can we repeat this ‘mantra’ to ourselves, our children and family to remind us to walk the
higher path, the path of holiness – path of the beloved!

Be blessed.
Fr. Tom Kunnel C.O.

BAPTISM OF THE LORD 2022
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The first reading: Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11
The people of Israel spent sixty years in exile, as captives of the
Babylonians, from about 600 B.C.E. to 540 B.C.E. The second
part of the book of Isaiah, chapters 40-55, prophesies the end of
this Exile and the return of the captives to their homeland. Today’s first reading begins that section. Isaiah says that God has
told him to tell the exiled citizens of Jerusalem that their
“sentence” is at an end, their exile is over. Isaiah reminds them
plainly that the Exile was a punishment for their sins, but that the merciful God
has forgiven them. The next few sentences of today’s reading describe how the
exiles are to return home. They will return as a grand religious procession from
Babylon to Jerusalem led by their own God. To pave the way, valleys and mountains are to be leveled, and a highway created in the wilderness. The exiles in the
region are coming back to Judah, and within Judah, to the city of Jerusalem, and
within Jerusalem, to the hill Zion where their Temple had stood. The last paragraph presents a lonely sentry who never went to Babylon but waited in Jerusa-

lem, always looking out for the return of the
exiles. He finally sees the approach of the procession described above, and he can’t contain
his joy. He shouts to the city from the highest
hill, “Here comes your God with power!” This is
the best known of the prophecies of Second
Isaiah. Indeed, it is one of the best known passages of the Old Testament, if for no other reason than its use by Handel in the three opening
numbers of The Messiah.
Of course, the unknown prophet of the Exile
was not consciously thinking of the Christ-event.
He had in view the restoration of Israel from the
Babylonian Exile around 538 B.C. Cyrus of Persia
had won his preliminary victories and the power
of Babylon was waning.

The second reading: Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7
The author of this letter wants his Christian followers to behave properly, not to earn God’s love, but in response to that love freely given. The birth of
Jesus, the wise men’s discovery of Jesus, Jesus’ baptism, and Jesus’ coming again in glory are all treated in Scripture, and in our liturgy,
as unexpected appearances (Epiphanies) of God among us. So the Letter to Titus applies to our Baptism the themes of Divine appearance
and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, which is borrowed from Jesus’ own baptism. Today’s selection combines two sections, both of which
we recently read at Christmas, one at midnight and one at dawn. In this passage, St. Paul teaches how God saves us by incorporating us
into Christ. Among the congregation served by the early bishop, Titus, were Christians who believed they had to practice the laws of Judaism and tried to impose those laws on pagan converts to Christ. Paul reminds them that God saved us “not because of any righteous deeds
we had done, but because of His mercy.” In other words, those law-driven righteous deeds don’t win our salvation, but God gives it freely.
We accept that gift by taking the bath of rebirth, when the Spirit is richly poured out on us. It is this, not our observance of laws, that makes
us justified (right with God) and that give us the hope of eternal life.
GOSPEL INSIGHTS - Lk 3:15-16, 21-22
Who baptized Jesus and why? While there
is no doubt that John baptized Jesus in
Mark’s Gospel, he does it reluctantly in
Matthew’s Gospel (3:13-17), and he’s
already locked up in prison in Luke’s Gospel (3:20). There is no portrayal of John
baptizing Jesus in John’s Gospel; all we
have is the testimony of the Baptizer (1:29
-34). Because each evangelist after Mark,
commonly accepted as the oldest Gospel,
tries to tone down or erase Jesus’ baptism
by John, we must conclude that the event
caused a problem near the end of the first
century because many were saying that
John must be the greater, since he did the
baptizing. By gradually removing John
from the scene, Matthew and Luke elevate
Jesus. But there is little doubt that John the
Baptist baptized Jesus; if he hadn’t, Matthew and Luke wouldn’t have rewritten

Mark’s story. Jesus presents himself for
John’s baptism in today’s Gospel, not
because Jesus is a sinner, but to fulfill the
word of God proclaimed by His prophets.
This baptism must take place to reveal
that Jesus is the Christ (“anointed one”) –
the Spirit-endowed Servant. “In Baptism,
all are anointed with that same Spirit,
made beloved sons and daughters of
God. Indeed, we are Christians – literally
‘anointed ones.’” (Scott Hann). “Let it
be so now; for it is proper for us in this
way to fulfill all righteousness” What this
means has prompted much debate. It may
be that Jesus was “fulfilling” all the
Scriptural prophecies about Jesus which
focused on “righteousness.” It may be
that Jesus was seen as validating the rite
of Baptism for all future generations of
Christians. Or it may be that even the
Messiah could undergo a re-orientation
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towards perfect righteousness, and so could
repent and be baptized.
“This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I
am well pleased” Mark and Luke have the
words addressed to Jesus, “You are my
Son….” But Matthew’s “This is my
Son” makes the words relevant to the bystanders because they are an open testimony
to the Father’s approval of his Son … and we
should view “Son” as a Messianic title. The
Heavenly Voice points to a relationship
shared by no other. It is significant, it is
“Good News,” that Jesus hears the Father’s
declaration, “This is My “beloved Son, with
Whom I am well pleased”(Mt 3:17), before
the public ministry begins. The Heavenly
Father is much pleased with His Son’s humble submission and speaks audibly and directly to him for all to hear: “You are my beloved
Son, with you I am well pleased” (Mk 1:11;
Lk 3:22).

Significance of
Christ’s baptism:

QUIZ TIME
1.

What did Isaiah say that God's servant will bring to the
nations? ‘
A) Justice B) War C) Money D) Plenty of food

This exalted identity of the “Son of God” revealed at the
baptism is the starting point for all that Jesus will undertake—Self-giving ministry, death and Resurrection. It is
because Jesus knows Who He is that Jesus does what Jesus does. As we begin Ordinary Time, we do so knowing
that, in our own Baptism, God has named us beloved sons
and daughters. Like Jesus, all that we undertake must flow
from who we are—God’s beloved. We are called to follow in the footsteps of our Savior, Jesus Christ. This
means that we, too, must humbly submit ourselves to
God’s wise and loving plan for our lives. He, in turn,
anoints us with the Holy Spirit that we may be clothed
with His power and grace.

Each time we dip our hand into the Holy Water font in a
church to bless ourselves, we need to remember that this
act is a renewal of our Baptism.
The Easter vigil each year brings new Christians to the
living waters. Joy is so evident in their faces. We all rejoice. The same is true when a baptism is celebrated within the Sunday liturgy. It preaches a homily by itself. We
need these moments to stop and reflect.
Yes, baptism is where the whole of faith
comes together.

3. What did John do to Jesus in the Gospel?
A) Untie his sandals B) Baptize Him C) Give Him water too
drink D) Buy Him lunch
4. What came down upon Jesus during baptism?
A) Rain B) The Holy Spirit C) A bright cloud D) Angels
5. What did the voice from heaven call Jesus?
A) "My beloved Son"
B) "The Lamb of God"
C) "Jesus of Nazareth"
D)

"The Good Shepherd"

1. In exile Yahweh got the attention of the people of
Israel. Is something similar happing to us today?
2.

What does St. Paul in his letter to Titus say about
the extravagance of God’s gift to us?

3. Because we were baptized and are children of God,
Pope Francis says we can call God Daddy. How
does this realization impact you?

1A, 2.D, 3B , 4B, 5.A

According to the Navarre Bible commentary, in Christ’s
baptism we can find a reflection of the way the Sacrament
of Baptism affects a person. Christ’s baptism was the exemplar of our own. In it the mystery of the Blessed Trinity
was revealed, and the faithful, on receiving Baptism, are
consecrated by the invocation and power of the Blessed
Trinity. Similarly, Heaven’s opening signifies that the
power, the effectiveness, of this Sacrament comes from
above, from God, and that the baptized have the road to
Heaven opened up for them, a road which Original Sin
had closed. Jesus’s prayer after His baptism teaches us
that, “now after baptism man needs to pray continually, in
order to enter heaven: for though sins are remitted through
baptism, there still remain the forms of sin assailing us
from within, and the world and the devils assailing us
from without.” Thomas Aquinas quoted as
in (blog.adw.org/2016/12/on-the-necessity-of-prayer/ ).

2.Which people does God show favoritism to?
A) Israel B) Rome C) America D) None

QUIZ ANSWERS
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